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Join the Health Department of 
Northwest Michigan (HDNW), 
along with a large number of other 
nonprofit organizations and busi-
nesses, at North Central Michigan 
College from 10am-3pm.  Wednes-
day, March 19. During Project Con-
nect, attendees will explore a great 
deal of services offered to those in 
need. Free services will be provided 
by over 70 local, nonprofit agencies 
and businesses. 

“If you or someone you know is 
struggling with financial problems, 
housing issues, employment  chal-
lenges, or health concerns, please 
join us for a day of free services and 
get connected to people who can 
help,” said Dana Lorian, Project 
Connect Co-chair.  

“The idea behind this special 
event is to help individuals and 
families gain access to the services 
they need, all under one roof, on 
one day,” Lorian said. “Under-
standing the complicated social 
services system can be a challenge 
and at Project Connect we will help 
direct you to agencies that can offer 
assistance in areas such as Edu-
cation & Employment, Health & 
Wellness, Housing & Finance, and 
Kids & Parenting.”  

Harbor Springs varsity girls ski team races to high school state ski championship

The Harbor Springs Rams girls ski team took home the state championship trophy on Monday, Feb. 24. The title returns to Harbor Springs for the first time since 2015. 
(Photo by Sarah Shepherd)

By Sarah Shepherd
Harbor Light Newspaper sports contributor

The Harbor Springs varsity girls ski team claimed the D2 
state championship on Monday, Feb. 24, at The Highlands 
in Harbor Springs.

The Rams have come close in recent years but the last 
time the team was at the top of the podium was 2015. 

Favored to win entering the race, the girls had to over-
come a little bit of rain in the morning followed by sunny 
skies and 40 degrees creating some interesting course 
conditions to come out on top. 

Mack Bowman finished in seventh place earning her All 
State honors in Slalom followed by Tara Shouldice in 16th, 
Quinn Myers 25th, Elliott Baetens 29th, Drew Bowman 
30th, and Keeler Brainerd 35th. 

In Giant Slalom (GS), Tara Shouldice was second earn-
ing All State recognition while Keeler Brainerd was 11th, 
Drew Bowman 14th, Mack Bowman 15th, Quinn Myers 
17th, and Elliott Baetens finished in 31st place. 

Pictured here competing in the Slalom, senior Tara Shouldice finished second in Giant Slalom and 16th in Slalom to help her 
Rams take top honors at the state meet Monday, Feb. 24 at The Highlands in Harbor Springs. (Photo by Sarah Shephed)-CONTINUED on page 10.

A group of six gray wolves is shown walking down a snow-covered road in the Upper 
Peninsula. The image was captured on a trail camera image in 2024 as part of the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources’ wolf abundance study. (Photo courtesy Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources)

MICHIGAN

Watching for wolves
DNR set to conduct community-based 
northern Lower Peninsula wolf survey

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division is 
seeking the public’s help in conducting a community-based northern 
Lower Peninsula survey to detect any potential presence of gray wolves.

The survey, which will rely heavily on reports from the public of wolf 
sightings and other potential evidence, will take place through March 10.

“Our efforts will be concentrated in the norther Lower Peninsula which 
does contain some limited suitable habitat that could potentially support a 
small wolf population,” said Brian Roell, Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources large carnivore specialist in Marquette.

Sightings, photos and other signs of wolf presence can be reported by 
the public to theDNR’s Eyes in the Field (https://www2.dnr.state.mi.us/
ors/Survey/4webpage). Reports including photos or other evidence will 
be reviewed and a reply will be sent from DNR Wildlife Division staffers.

Those who have wolf information to report, but without access to a  

From the Michigan Department of Natural Resources

From the Health Department of 
Northwest Michigan
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People who 
can help

Project Connect  
set for March 19  

at College

The Great Start 
Collaborative & 
Family Coalition 
invites Emmet 
County families 
with children 
birth to age 5 to 
“Play, Sing & Cel-
ebrate: A Musical 
Adventure for 

Ages 0 to 5” taking place from 10 
a.m. to noon on Saturday, March 
8, at the Petoskey Middle School 
auditorium.

This event is free to Emmet 
County families with children birth 
through age 5 and features Jim Gill, 
nationally known author and musi-
cian whose background includes 
professional experience in working 
with families with young children 
as a child development specialist, 
with a special emphasis on play. 

“Sing, clap, and dance along 
during this visit by award-winning 
musician and author Jim Gill,” said 
Liz Gee, GSC Family Liaison. “Jim’s 
distinctive music play creates the 
spirit of a family room in the con-
cert hall and is an invitation to chil-
dren, parents, grandparents and 

Play, Sing 
and Celebrate

Free family event with 
children’s musician and 
entertainer in Petoskey 

on March 8

Jim Gill

COMING UP

Fifteen creators have been selected as Art-
ists, Writers, and Composers-in-Residence for 
the Good Hart Artist Residency’s 2025-2026 
season.

The residents’ vocations and mediums include 
poetry, mixed media and graphic design, paint-
ing and sculpture, woodcuts and printmaking, 
translation, photography, installation, long and 
short fiction, journalism, illustration, songwrit-
ing, fiber arts, and education.

The Good Hart Artist Residency’s mission 
is to nurture artists from diverse backgrounds 
and artistic disciplines through artist residen-
cies, and to connect people through the arts in 

this unique and inspiring Northern Michigan 
landscape.

Residents reside for 10-21 days at the one 
bedroom home and art studio in Good Hart, or 
at an off-site residency offered by local partners. 
Residents receive a $500 stipend, groceries 
during their stay, and hospitality from staff and 
volunteer local hosts. With basic needs met, 
among the quiet of Northern Michigan, artists 
may focus on their creative work away from the 

ARTS
2025-26 Artists in Residency selected for Good Hart program
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W.W. Fairbairn
Plumbing - Heating - Cooling

231-548-2244

1224 SQ FT | TWO 1ST FLOOR UNITS | TWO RESTROOMS                          
ZONED B-1 | BASEMENT | PRIVATE & PUBLIC PARKING 
PRIME LOCATION FOR ANY BUSINESS! | MLS# 474672

$789,000

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
HARBOR SPRINGS      

231.526.9800 | 102 E Main St | Harbor Springs, MI 49740
SALLY TEAL        TOM MOORADIAN
231-881-9989       616-334-6672

102 E Main Street |  231-526-9800 | bhhsmichiganrealestate.com

Roxie Beach  |  Erin DeFrain  |  Bill Dickson  |  Pam Fochtman
Charity Fuhrman  |  Carol Gargaro  |  Sandra Gay  |  Tim Hayner   

Shelly Holbrook  |  Joy Labadie  |  Tom Mooradian  |  Jim Ozenberger   
Mindy Ozenberger  |  Matthew Summers  |  Sally Teal  |  Lee Tegland  
Lynn VanAntwerp  |  Taylor Wager  |  Connie Warner  |  Gill Whitman

Great Location

430 Maple St | Harbor Springs

MLS 474757 $1,580,000
Mindy Ozenberger 231-838-4412

Taylor Wager 231-881-4611

• 6 Bedroom, 6 Bath
• 2-Car Garage

• 3,472 Sq Ft

• Room for your family & guests!

Custom Built

7190 Rolling Meadow Trail | Harbor Springs
• 6 Bedroom, 4 Bath
• Wonderful location!

• 4,525 Sq Ft Custom 
Built Home

MLS 474088 $1,100,000
Mindy Ozenberger 231-838-4412

Taylor Wager 231-881-4611

• 2-Car Garage

Golf Course Oasis

4855 Turfway Tr | Harbor Springs
• 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath
• 2,432 Sq Ft

• Golf Course Views
• Two Fireplaces

MLS 475564  $849,500
Sally Teal  231-881-9989

Tom Mooradian  616-334-6672

Birchwood Farms

2018 Greenbriar Terrace | Harbor Springs

MLS 475419  $849,000
Sandra Gay  231-622-2682

• 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath
• 2,500 Sq Ft 

• 2- Car Garage

• Enjoy all of 
Birchwood Farms’ 

amenities!  

New Build

358 N Harbor View Lane | Petoskey

MLS 474036 $815,000
Mindy Ozenberger 231-838-4412

Taylor Wager 231-881-4611

• 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath
• 1,600 Sq Ft

• Newly Built!
• 2-Car Garage

Quality Home

5550 N Lake Shore Dr | Harbor Springs

MLS 475776  $700,000
Erin DeFrain  231-420-1394

• 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath, 
2-Car Garage

• Nearly 20 Acres

• 40 x 60 Pole Barn
• Quality 

Craftsmanship
• Lake Michigan beach across the street.

80 Acres

9400 W Robinson Rd | Harbor Springs
• 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home

• Multiple Outbuildings
• Farmland, wooded trails & more!

MLS 473828 $950,000
Mindy Ozenberger  231-838-4412

Taylor Wager  231-881-4611

70+ Acres

TBD W Robinson Road | Harbor Springs
• Estate sized lot

• Lake Michigan Views
• Three new parcel splits available.

MLS# 475131  $1,215,500
Mindy Ozenberger  231-838-4412

Taylor Wager  231-881-4611

Great Location

2348 N US 31 HWY | Petoskey

MLS 475555  $899,000
Erin DeFrain  231-420-1394

• High Traffic Exposure
• Versatile Use

• Office & Garage Space
• 4447 Sq Ft

Business Opportunity

8490 Harbor-Petoskey Rd | Harbor Springs

MLS 474811
Carol Gargaro  480-335-2944

• Well-established resale store with all 
inventory & fixtures included—growth 

potential in a great location.
• Have fun while making money 

Prime Location

2356 N US 31 HWY | Petoskey

MLS 475729  $977,000
Erin DeFrain  231-420-1394

• 3,256 Sq Ft Commercial Building
• Large Parking Area

• Versatile Use

Ready To Build

6725 Forest Way | Harbor Springs
• 1.5 Acre Lot in Forest Ridge Association

• Well, septic and electric are in place.
• Ready for you to build your dream home!

MLS 475523  $95,000
Joy Labadie  231-215-7955

obligations of daily life.
“The program provided me with a rare 

opportunity to work on music uninterrupted, 
with everything I needed provided. It en-
abled me to experiment, grow skills, and be 
productive in a way that is difficult to achieve 
in everyday life,” said Jilaine Wheatcroft, 
Composer-in-Residence in January 2025. 
During her residency, Wheatcroft led a song-
writing workshop at the Petoskey District 
Library’s Carnegie Building.

Community engagement is a central com-
ponent of each resident’s stay. Creators pair 
with local nonprofit organizations or schools 
to teach workshops, give talks or demonstra-
tions, or show their work. Upcoming events 
open to the public include an Inner Child 
Collage Workshop at Charlevoix Circle of 
Arts with Artist-in-Residence Sasha-Loriene 
McClain on Tuesday, March 18, 6-8PM (reg-
istration required); and Artist-in-Residence 
Robbin Henderson’s Memories-as-art Work-
shop at Friendship Centers of Emmet County 
in Petoskey on Monday, April 21st, at 1PM.

The selected residents include:
•	 Brianna Beck, artist, of Chicago, IL, 

June 2025
•	 O-Jeremiah Agbaakin, writer, of Ath-

ens, GA, June 2025
•	 Mami Takahashi, artist, of Chicago, IL, 

June 2025
•	 Paul Ukrainets, writer, of Oakland, CA, 

June 2025

•	 Tyanna Buie, artist, of Providence, RI, 
July 2025

•	 Senghor Reid, artist, of Bloomfield 
Hills, MI, August 2025 

•	 Rebecca Nagle, writer, of Tahlequah, 
OK, September 2025

•	 Ciel Skal, artist, of Madison, WI, Octo-
ber 2025

•	 Martina Liviero, composer, of Brook-
lyn, NY, November 2025

•	 Olivia Cheng, writer, of New York, NY, 
December 2025

•	 Annie Bacon, composer, of Ann Arbor, 
MI, January 2026 

•	 Cori McKenzie, writer, of St. Paul MN, 
February 2026 

•	 Alecia Beymer, writer, of Cincinnati, 
OH, March 2026

•	 Janhavi Khemka, artist, of Chicago, IL, 
May 2026

•	 Charlie Reynolds, artist, of Dexter, MI, 
June 2026

More information about events and resi-
dent artists can be found at goodhartartist-
residency.org. The Good Hart Artist Resi-
dency is a registered 501(c)(3) organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the full 
extent allowable by law.

-CONTINUED from page 1.

2025-2026 Resident Artists, pictured left to right: Brianna Beck, O-Jeremiah Agbaakin, Mami Takahashi, Paul 
Ukrainets, Tyanna Buie, Senghor Reid, Rebecca Nagle, Ciel Skal, Martina Liviero, Olivia Cheng, Annie Bacon, com-
poser, Cori McKenzie, Alecia Beymer, Janhavi Khemka, and Charlie Reynolds. (Courtesy Good Artist Residency)

ARTS

2025-26 Artists in Residency 
selected for Good Hart program
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